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EAST HAMERSLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL, SIGNAGE 
Grievance 

MS QUIRK (Girrawheen) [10.01 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.  I 
rise somewhat reluctantly to relate to the House a saga about the want of a sign in the suburb of Hamersley.  The 
minister will be well aware as a local member that the big issues are often comparatively easy to resolve, but 
minor matters prove to be somewhat intractable and continue to confound.  This story is an instance of this 
paradox of public life. 

East Hamersley Primary School is a wonderful little community.  Its parents and citizens association members 
are very active, its teachers dedicated and its students lively and enthusiastic to learn.  However, it is a very well-
kept secret.  It is situated in a cul-de-sac, tucked discreetly away far from the hustle of Beach Road.  As someone 
cognisant of planning issues, the minister will be more than familiar with the planning trends of the early 1970s, 
of which Hamersley is one such example.  A series of cul-de-sacs make crossing the suburb akin to negotiating 
Hampton Court maze.  Although this seclusion has some positive aspects, there have been instances when 
emergency vehicle drivers have been unable to find their way to the school in a timely fashion and, 
consequently, have been delayed.  

In one instance in the past 12 months an ambulance was required to go to the school to pick up a student who 
needed to be hospitalised.  The ambulance staff were unable to find the school.  On another occasion, there was a 
fire at the school and the fire brigade could not readily locate the school.  I am advised by the president of the 
P&C association, Adele Newton, that the lack of signage means that there is little possibility of attracting 
prospective students as few people who are new to the area are aware of the existence of the school.  The P&C 
association is anxious to welcome new students to the school community. 

Given this situation, the P&C association has not unreasonably requested that a street sign be placed on Beach 
Road to indicate the location of East Hamersley Primary School.  It should be noted that a sign currently exists at 
that location for the West Coast Resource Centre which is collocated on the East Hamersley Primary School site.  
Not unreasonably, the P&C association approached the City of Stirling to request signage, hoping that it would 
be added to the existing sign for the West Coast Resource Centre. 

In this context I need briefly to digress, because about 400 metres along Beach Road is a sign for Glendale 
Primary School.  Apparently there is no problem with a sign at that site because it comes under another council’s 
area; that is, the City of Joondalup.  The P&C association has actively lobbied the two local ward councillors of 
the City of Stirling and me for more than a year.  My file of correspondence is now relatively thick.  I will relate 
the response of the City of Stirling shortly.  The P&C association has been absolutely tireless in pursuing this 
matter, including during a recent visit to the school by the Minister for Education.  Usually when Ministers for 
Education visit schools they are asked for covered assembly areas and so forth.  The only thing that East 
Hamersley Primary School asked for was the sign.   

The City of Stirling has said that it will not permit such a sign, because generally schools are not permitted 
signage; they are well documented in the telephone directory; sign proliferation is not desirable; it is not 
considered appropriate to modify the existing signage; and, although the West Coast Resource Centre has a large 
catchment area with users coming from distant parts, primary schools are in a different position because local 
inhabitants should be well aware of the location of their local primary schools. 

I have visited the area with Mr Lindsay Delahaunty, Chief Executive Officer of the City of Stirling.  Councillors 
Peter Rose and Sam Popovski have been unstinting in their endeavours to achieve a favourable outcome.  It is 
unsatisfactory that one primary school can have a directional sign merely because it is in one local government 
area, yet another some hundreds of metres away cannot.  From the perspective of emergency vehicles, this is a 
highly unsatisfactory situation and potential tragedy could occur.  Moreover, although the philosophy of the City 
of Stirling to discourage the proliferation of signs is commendable for eliminating visual pollution, there should 
at least be a level of flexibility in these matters.  Given that a sign already exists for the West Coast Resource 
Centre, and it is only a matter of modifying it, and given the very real problems for emergency vehicles, it seems 
prudent that we act to eliminate such difficulties occurring in the future. 

If anything untoward were to happen at the school in the future, it would be tragic if it occurred for the want of a 
piece of metal worth only a few dollars.  This could very well be a variation of that lament: for want of a nail the 
shoe was lost, for want of the shoe the horse was lost, for want of the horse the rider was lost, for want of the 
rider the battle was lost, for want of the battle the kingdom was lost, and all for the want of a nail! 

MRS ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Police and Emergency Services) [10.08 am]:  I thank the member for 
Girrawheen for the grievance.  The grievance probably crosses a number of portfolios.  It quite clearly relates to 
my portfolio areas of police and emergency services, because it is very important that emergency service 
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vehicles in particular be able to readily access places such as primary schools and attend to children’s needs 
when necessary.  The member for Girrawheen highlighted the recent case of an ambulance going to the school, 
but it is not beyond possibility that fire brigade vehicles or other emergency service vehicles might need to go to 
the school.  Signage is therefore important.  It is perhaps also a matter for consideration by the planning and 
infrastructure portfolio in the form of Main Roads, and also local government.  I suppose, more importantly in 
this instance, the City of Stirling appears to have the final say on whether the sign is put in place. 
I am not unfamiliar with some of the City of Stirling’s vagaries on signage policy, having been directed by the 
City of Stirling in 1994 to take down signs because part of its policy is not to have political signage in its 
boundaries.  The signs I selected were from Australian Posters Pty Ltd and in the form of large billboards.  
Although in 1994 cigarettes, alcohol and all sorts of other things were allowed to be advertised on signs, the City 
of Stirling determined that political messages were inappropriate.  I believe that policy is probably 
unconstitutional and against people’s rights to free speech.  I can well understand why the City of Stirling would 
not want within its boundaries the kinds of political signs that people hammer into front verges or front yards.  
The proliferation of that kind of political signage is a bad thing. 
When there are legitimate places for advertisements that are approved sites, as are the Australian Posters and 
other billboard sites, there should be no ban of political advertising.  As the member for Girrawheen has pointed 
out, there is clearly a difference between that council’s policies and guidelines and the policies and guidelines of 
the neighbouring council.  I join with the member for Girrawheen in calling upon the City of Stirling to take a 
sensible and logical approach.  Often policies are put in place for very good reasons, but occasionally an 
exception needs to be made to the rule.  This would be one such case.  As the member has pointed out, with the 
layout of that suburb, it is no doubt very difficult for people to find their way to the East Hamersley Primary 
School.  I note that the member appears to have the support of two local councillors and people who have been 
on site and seen the reality of the situation.  From the point of view of emergency service vehicles, I will look at 
this matter.  If I obtain concurrence from the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, I will write to the City of 
Stirling and ask it to consider making an exception and allow a directional sign for the East Hamersley Primary 
School.  A sign needs to be installed on Beach Road so that the school can easily be found by emergency 
vehicles.  This is an example of when a broad-brush policy does not work.  Quite clearly, people on the ground 
know what is required.  It is a very modest request.  The school community and the parents and citizens 
association are lobbying to get a simple sign placed on Beach Road.  The local member of Parliament and local 
councillors believe a sign would be appropriate in the circumstances.  Given what the member for Girrawheen 
has told the House today, a sign would be of great assistance to emergency service vehicles.  If FESA concurs, I 
will write to the City of Stirling.   
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Hodson-Thomas):  Grievances noted. 
 


